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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

L O ~ l G I N A L  SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Although small  i n  s c a l e ,  t h e  Gr innel l  Bank i s  extremely e f f i c i e n t .  A 
simple cubic p lan ,  t h e  wa l l s  present  two e l eva t ions  both  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  t rea tment - - the  f r o n t  and s i d e  wa l l s  vary i n  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  rhythm and 
ornament. The ma te r i a l  used f o r  e x t e r i o r  wa l l s  is  wire-cut  s h a l e  b r i c k  o f  
mixed shades, ranging i n  c o l o r  from blue-black t o  a  golden brown giv ing  
t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  o f  a  deep t a p e s t r y  r ed  t o  t h e  bui ld ing .  

"The corn ice  i s  of brown t e r r a  c o t t a ,  r i c h l y  modelled and i n l a i d  with gold. 
Although i t  does not  p r o j e c t  beyond t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  bui ld ing ,  small 
f i n i a l s  r i s e  aga ins t  t h e  sky l ine ,  causing a  s l i g h t  i n d i s t i n c t n e s s  i n  t h e  
s i l h o u e t t e  which does not  accord with t h e  otherwise clean-cut  geometry o f  
t h e  mass. The g r e a t  window on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  measuring about f i f t e e n  f e e t  
i n  he igh t  by f o r t y  f e e t  i n  length ,  i s  an impressive f e a t u r e .  Enclosed i n  
a  r ec t angu la r  opening, and recessed from t h e  wall  su r face ,  it is f ron ted  by 
n ine  s l e n d e r  co lonets .  As f a r  as t h e i r  a t t enua ted  propor t ions  sugges t ,  
these colonets  a r e  o f  i r o n ,  bu t  they  are sheathed i n  gold l e a f  and t h e  
combination o f  gold and d u l l  r ed  is i n  s tunning harmony. The window 
i t s e l f  i s  o f  double th ickness ,  a s  a t  Owatonna, wi th  p l a t e  g l a s s  ou t s ide  
and leaded colored g l a s s  i n s i d e .  The two small  windows a t  t h e  corner  
l i g h t  t h e  d i r e c t o r s f  room, and t h e  window t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  door l i g h t s  
t h e  women's lounge ."I 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  d e t a i l e d  i n  b r i c k  and t i l e  with t h e  same ornament--a 
decora t ive  gold f r i e z e  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  main c o r r i d o r  r e p e a t s  t h e  same 
p a t t e r n  t h a t  appears i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  corn ice .  The oak frames of t h e  
hanging l i g h t s  r epea t  t h e  motifs o f  t h e  door l i n t e l s .  "The wal l s  have a  
high b r i ck  dado topped by a  f i n i s h i n g  s t r i p  of dark-stained oak. Above 
t h i s  they  a r e  of  l i g h t  p l a s t e r .  The b r i c k  wal l  a t  t h e  back, over  t h e  
v a u l t  and t h e  s a f e  depos i t  room, has a  r i c h  band of  f i r e - g i l t  t e r r a  c o t t a  
ornament. Gold t e r r a  c o t t a  t r i m  a l s o  occurs on t h e  t e l l e r s '  cage a t  t h e  
back, and on t h e  c a p i t a l s  of  t h e  square p i e r s  car ry ing  l a r g e  flower-bowls. 
The l a r g e  window o f  t h e  e a s t  wall  i s  o f  leaded g l a s s ,  with a  ground of 
marbled yellow and lavender,  wi th  c e n t r a l  i n s e t s  i n  peacock b lue  and b r i g h t  
green co lo r s .  The sky l igh t  co lors  a r e  cream and tu rquo i se  b lue . .  . . t h e  clock 
over  t h e  entrance is  s e t  i n  a  g l a s s  mosaic f i e l d ;  t h e  suspended l i g h t i n g  
f i x t u r e s  a r e  of  oak and f r o s t e d  g l a s s  and t h e  c i r c u l a r  window of t h e  facade 
i s  s e t  i n  b r i l l i a n t  co lors  ."2 

There has been l i t t l e  o r  no remodelling--some work was done i n  1950 and 
again i n  1963. A new l a r g e r  banking f a c i l i t y  is  c u r r e n t l y  being b u i l t  a t  
t h e  r e a r .  

 orrison on, Hugh. Louis Su l l ivan ,  Prophet o f  Modern Archi tec ture .  W.  W .  
Norton, 1935, p .  218. 
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-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1914 BUILDER/ARCHITECT L0ui.s Su l l ivan  

The t h r e e  b e s t  preserved banks by Sulli .van a r e  a t  Owatonna, Minnesota, 
Columbus, Wisconsin and t h e  Merchants National Bank i n  Gr innel l ,  Iowa. 
This  Iowa bank r e t a i n s  most of  its o r i g i n a l  ornament and g l a s s  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  its e x t e r i o r  remains a s  Su l l ivan  designed it .  Small i n  s c a l e ,  
it i s  monumental i n  e f f ec t - - the  e x t e r i o r  is- bold and so l id - - the  i n t e r i o r  
i s  aglow wi'th l i g h t  and color .  

An a r c h i t e c t u r a l  j ournal  (The ' Western 'Arch? t e c t  , February, 1916) was 
emphatic: a t  Gr innel l ,  Iowa, t h e r e  h a s  been completed r e c e n t l y ,  a bank 
bui ld ing ,  which no t  on ly  b r i n g s  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  tka.t c i t y ,  bu t  adds another  
i n t e r e s t i n g  example t o  the  l i s t  o f  t hose  unique banking i n s t i t u t i o n s  
designed b y  Louis H. Su l l ivan  o f  Chicago. The s t r u c t u r e  is cubica l  i n  form, 
Or ien ta l  b r i ck  i n  wall  composition, s u b s t a n t i a l  and d ign i f i ed ,  representa-  
t i v e  o f  t h e  business  conducted wi th in  i t s  wa l l s .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  en t rance  door with a huge 
sunburst  of ornament above. Morrison descr ibes  it: " A l l  of  t h i s  d e t a i l  i s  
executed i n  gray. t e r r a  c o t t a ,  except t h e  h e r a l d i c  l i o n s  and c e r t a i n  
po r t ions  of t h e  ornament which a r e  gui lded.  The sunburst  above t h e  door 
cen te r s  about a kind o f  rose-windowf i n  s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  and is a remarkable 
f a n t a s y  i n  superimposed c i r c l e s ,  squares and diamonds, with both 
n a t u r a l i s t i c  and geometric d e t a i l s .  A s  a s tudy i n  d e c o ~ a t i v e  design p e r  s e  
it i s  o f  g rea t  i n t e r e s t  .... l i k e  s i m i l a r  f e a t u r e s  on o t h e r  l a t e  bu i ld ings ,  
it must be  ascr ibed  t o  S u l l i v a n ' s  i n n a t e  tendency t o  b u r s t  ou t  a t  t imes 
i n t o  overwrought lyr ic i sm.  "1 

The clock s t and ing  a t  t h e  corner  o f  t h e  s i t e  was l e f t  from an e a r l i e r  
bu i ld ing  and was made by  t h e  McClintock-Loomis Company o f  Minneapolis. 

This Gr innel l  bank exempl i f ies  no t  on ly  Su l l ivan ' s  p r i n c i p l e s  of  design and 
appropriateness,  h i s  g rea t  r e spec t  f o r  ma te r i a l s ,  t h e  use t o  which t h e  
bu i ld ing  should be put, but  is a l s o  a demonstration o f  t h a t  magnificent 
ornamental d e t a i l  t h a t  was h i s  s p e c i a l  g i f t .  

. . .  . . . .  . . . . , . .  

co orris on, Hugh. 'Louis S u l l i v a n ,  .PrOphet of Modern A r c h i t e c t u r e .  W .  W. 
Norton, 1935, p. 218. yd +-> 
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Addendum t o  physical description, May, 1978: 

In 1976, a large addition was made t o  the rear  of Sullivan's or iginal  bank. De- 
signed by Douglas Robison, of Stewart-Robison-Laffan, Davenport, Iowa, t h i s  ad- 
d i t ion  is remarkably sympathetic t o  the older s t ructure .  I t  is constructed of 
dark red brick, and although longer and wider than the or iginal ,  is not as 
high and therefore does not dominate Sullivan's bank. Sullivan's use of t a l l ,  
ver t ica l  windows, closely spaced, is repeated i n  the new addition. A principal 
feature of Robison's addition are  the wide, g l a s s - f i l l ed  arches on eas t  and 
north s ides ,  which are  reminiscent of Sullivan's bank a t  Owatonna, Mimeso.ta. 

One access to  the addition is  through the rear  (north) wall of Sullivan's bank. 
The or iginal  t h i rd  t e l l e r ' s  cage,"customers' room", and the vault  immediately 
behind them, were removed, and the area became an open passageway in to  the 
new addition. However, the wide, gilded te r racot ta  bands over the vaul t ,  
t e l l e r ' s  cage,, and "customers' room" are  s t i l l  i n  place, as  are  the square 
p ie rs  with t h e i r  urns, so the sense of loss is qui te  minimal. 

The other principal change i n  Sullivan's i n t e r io r  involves the opening up of 
the t e l l e r s 1  cages on the eas t  wall and the or iginal  savings department, both 
of which were semi-enclosed, with metal g r i l l e s .  They are  now qui te  open, a f t e r  
current banking fashion. 


